Artificial Intelligence (Al) usage policy WRSTEF 2026 Windsor-Essex Regional
Science Fair:

Updated: February 12, 2026

In the age of an Al era, new advancements in Al technology have posed serious
challenges and questions on the usage of Al in academia and education. In terms of
science and technology, we at WRSTEF have also begun to look at how science fair
projects are deemed as ‘original’ in a rapidly changing Al world. Moreover, we are also
looking at the reframing of how science fair projects are conducted in terms of Al-driven,
Al-Collaborative work and/or a combination of Al-integration-collaboration.

Al Transparency Statement of Usage/Full disclosure statement

Students participating at the WRSTEF fair must be forthcoming (Eull transparency) in
the use of Al technology/Al tools with regards to their science fair projects. For fair
assessment of all science fair projects the participants must fully disclose which
sections, parts of their experiments have been generated/created using Al e.g.
Generative Al (GenAl). Full and final declaration will occur at sign-in on the day of the
fair.

At time of declaration, students will be required to choose between the following
three options for various sections of the project that best corresponds to how
your science fair project was developed.

o The party/participant hereby declares that the material submitted for WRSTEF

2026 does not contain any Al generated material within the context of their
Science Fair project.

o The party/participant hereby declares that the material submitted for WRSTEF
2026 is partially produced with aid of the generative Al sources/tools/materials.
My science fair project contains generated material using Al technology or
Generative Al such as ChatGPT, Gemini and Al assistants such as Copilot etc.
Please note the party/participant must also declare/disclose which Al
model/tools were used for content generation in their science fair projects.

o The party/participant hereby declares that the material submitted for WRSTEF
2026 contains elements of Al-driven work, Al-collaborative work, and/or a
combination of Al-collaborative-integrative-driven work.



If you use Al technology even to search for science fair project ideas, you must disclose
which Al technology was used. If it is not disclosed you will not be able to participate.

Those who do not comply with the given policy above may not be able to participate at
WRSTEF 2026 and/or future science fairs including Canada Wide Science Fair
(CWSF).

Furthermore, to participate at WRSTEF 2026 all science fair projects must have an Al
usage disclosure notice on their science fair project presentation board. WRSTEF
emphasizes and highly values the following regarding science fair project integrity:
honesty and transparency (being forthcoming with the work presented).

For the science fair projects to move forward as finalist(s) to the Canada Wide Science
Fair (CWSF) or be considered for medaling in their respective categories, usage of any
Al in terms of project help/assistance will need to be disclosed.

This includes declaring:

e which parts of the project were used using Al?

e how much Al integration was used in the development of the science fair
project?

e was Generative Al used to research and create science fair project topics, titles?
which information was generated by Al for the science fair project written
portion/documentation of the scientific method e.g. introduction, results, images
(graphs, digital images), discussion, and conclusion?

e what were the student’s ideas versus ideas produced from use of GenAl tools?
Any Al generated images/pictures including artwork/ art images,
medical/biomedical images, engineering images etc. used for science fair
projects?

e Any Al generated videos, sounds/speech used in science fair projects?

e Any use/incorporation of immersive technologies, virtual reality (VR), augmented
reality (AR), Extended reality (XR), mixed reality(MR)?

Al Usage Policy violation:
Please note the following:

There will be a zero tolerance policy for science fair projects that were completely
generated by Al as well as participants claiming their science fair project to be 100%
authentic but then later found to be completely generated by Al. If a science fair project
or projects is found to be completely 100% Al generated the project(s) will immediately
be revoked from the WRSTEF science fair competition and thus will be ineligible to
receive awards and will not be able to proceed or move forward to CWSF if they have
been selected as a finalist.



Failure to disclose any amount of Al information pertaining to usage may result in
participants being removed/disqualified from the science fair competition. Dishonesty in
Al usage is prohibited. Any use of Al generated images, videos or other multimodal
functions as well as Al generated ideas using (Large Language Models-LLMs such as
ChatGPT, Claude, Gemini, DeepSeek) or chatbots/ Al Assistants for science fair project
topics and experiments which is has been not been previously disclosed or declared
during registration may result in participants being ineligible to participate at WRSTEF
2026.



